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European Investment Bank funds project by WEPA and Honext Material 

The European Investment Bank funds a joint initiative by WEPA and the Spanish company 

Honext Material: together, the family businesses aim to produce and distribute high-quality, 

circular fibreboards designed particularly for use in the construction and interior design sectors. 

The fibreboards combine high strength, low weight and very good acoustic properties, opening 

up a wide range of applications in sustainable building and interior design concepts. They are 

made of processed recycled fibres and supplementary fibre materials and can be fully returned 

into the material cycle at the end of their life.  

The construction of the production plant for circular fibreboards from 100% recycled materials is 

being funded, among others, by the European Investment Bank, a clear indication of the project’s 

innovative force as well as its significance for Europe. The agreement with the bank sets out a 

clear roadmap for the plant’s further implementation. The team is eager to fulfil the remaining 

condition precedents to accelerate this unique use case and example of how the circular 

economy can be vital for businesses and the society.   

 

Martin Krengel, CEO of the WEPA Group, stated: “Our joint effort to manufacture circular 

fibreboards is unique on many levels: not only are two family businesses working together here 

– we see this as a beacon of the circular economy in Europe. We are delighted that the European 

Investment Bank is supporting this special project.” 

Nicola Beer, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank, explained: “By financing this 

project, the European Investment Bank is backing a cutting-edge industrial partnership between 

two family owned firms, a German manufacturing company and a Spanish cleantech startup to 

turn fibre materials into high-performance circular boards, helping to decarbonise Europe’s 

construction and housing sectors, and bringing construction costs down, while strengthening our 

industrial base and strategic autonomy.” 
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WEPA Group 

With its products, the WEPA Group ensures the well-being and hygiene of millions of people across Europe – every day and everywhere. 

The future-oriented family business employs more than 4,500 people at 15 European production sites. WEPA is one of the three largest 

manufacturers of hygiene paper in Europe and an expert in the production of hygiene paper made from recycled fibres. Annual turnover 

exceeds 1.9 billion euros. The WEPA portfolio includes sustainable and innovative hygiene solutions – ranging from toilet paper and 

kitchen rolls to hand towels, napkins and handkerchiefs, as well as complete washroom solutions, recycled fibres, semi-finished products 

and raw materials for industrial use. The WEPA Group is headquartered in Arnsberg, Germany. 

 

Honext Material 

Honext Material S.L., based in Barcelona, Spain, is a circular materials company pioneering the transformation of industrial waste into 

high-value, sustainable construction products. With over a decade of research and development, Honext Material has developed a 

proprietary industrial process that upcycles cellulose-based waste into fully recyclable boards for architecture and interiors. Used across 

Europe, HONEXT® boards offer a certified circular alternative to conventional materials, combining sustainability, innovation, and 

performance. 

 

 

 

  

Contact 

 

WEPA Hygieneprodukte GmbH   Group Communications 

Rönkhauser Straße 26     Tim Vormweg 

D-59757 Arnsberg     T  +49 (0) 2932 307 - 191 

www.wepa.eu     E  pr@wepa.eu 

 

 

 

 

 

They are delighted about the support from the European Investment Bank for the joint 

initiative by WEPA and Honext Material to manufacture circular fibreboards (from left): 

Pol Merino and Wolfgang Köster (both Managing Directors of Honext x WEPA GmbH), 

Martin Krengel (CEO of the WEPA Group), Nicola Beer and Ioannis Tsakiris (both Vice-

Presidents of the European Investment Bank). 
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